
OBJECTIVE 6: EDUCATION   
 
6.60 To protect schools and further education facilities and 

ensure that these have the capacity to support any needs 
generated by new residential and business development. 

    

6.61 Policy 12 Education Provision 

 

 New development will be assessed for its potential impact on 
education provision. Where such impacts are identified e.g. in 

terms of new classroom provision developers will be required to 
make appropriate contributions. 

 
 Supporting Town Council Actions 

 
• To explore opportunities for Ullswater Community College and 

Newton Rigg to offer vocational courses that meet the needs 
of the retail and service sectors. 

• To work with Eden District Council and the NHS to encourage 
the expansion of healthcare facilities on the Old Firestation 

site.  
 

Background/Justification 

 
6.62 One of residents’ key concerns, particularly when faced with the 

level of growth planned up to 2032 for Penrith, is the impact on 
infrastructure, in general, and specifically schools. Already, there 

is insufficient capacity within existing primary schools to 
accommodate new pupils in any great numbers.  

 
6.63 Of the two secondary schools in the town, Queen Elizabeth 

Grammar School (QEGS) is selective and is currently at capacity 
with 32 students per form with four-year groups per year up to 

year 11 (128 students per year).  A large number of students 
attend the school from outside the district.  In September 2018 

the school is increasing to a 5-form entry with 30 pupils per form 
(150 students) although it will still be selective.  Class sizes will 

be maintained at 30 or below.  If the proposed levels continue 

through to year 11, the school will be at capacity. The school 
would need to invest to maintain expansion. Sixth form does 

have the capacity to increase from the current level of 240 to 
about 300 but again would require investment for new buildings. 

 
6.64 To ensure that residents’ concerns area addressed planning 

applications will be assessed for their impact on schools 
provision and where impacts are identified developers will be 

required to make appropriate provisions or financial 
contributions. 

  



 
6.65 The other secondary school in the town, Ullswater Community 

College (UCC), has a capacity of 1,540 pupils based on 
classroom provision. Current pupil numbers are 1,385. Future 

intake may be impacted by planned increased uptake by QEGS. 
 

Core Strategy:  

 
CS21 Principles for Services, Facilities, Sport and Informal 

Recreation 
 

Eden Local Plan 2014-2032 
 

COM1 Principles for Services and Facilities 
COM4 Education and Health 

 
Penrith Town Council Strategic Priorities: Health and 

Wellbeing; Growth. 
 


