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	PENRITH TOWN COUNCIL


Notes of the Meeting of the:

Neighbourhood Plan Group
Held on:  Monday 10 October 2016
PRESENT:
Cllr. Jackson
Cllr Johnson
Deputy Town Clerk

Although this meeting is a working group and therefore not open to the public the group was inquorate and therefore used the time to share information rather than make decisions
1. Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillor Shaw and Councillor Shorrock
2.
Verbal Update Regarding Work Undertaken

The following work has been undertaken by the Deputy Town Clerk prior to and since the confirmation of the Neighbourhood Development Order on 21 September 2016:

· Tender documentation for Planning Consultants finalised

· Tender documentation sent to 10 companies via email and to three respondants to the press adverts

· Conservation areas appraisal for Penrith obtained

· Historic England website used to prepare a list of all listed buldings within the town

· Meetings with IT developer/graphic designer to create an identity and new section on the website specifically for the Neighbourhood Plan – on going

· Background on Neighbourhood Plans researched

· Draft questionnaire being prepared for Members’ consideration

3.
List of Potential Co-optees and Contributers

Members were advised that two members of the public had come forward already with a view to helping with the Neighbourhood Plan.  One was an ex businessman from penrith who was interested in community spaces and spatial planning whilst the other was a retired town and country planner.  Although not exhaustive, it was agreed that the following organisations / businesses would also be invited to participate during the process:
Penrith BiD

Penrith Partnership
Educational Establishments including young people
Health Services
Police
Fire

Businesses within the town

Building Contractors

Community Groups

Housing providers

Churches

Cumbria County Council / Eden District Council

etc 

Councillors to provide information on other organisations and the names of community groups who could contribute to the process
4.
Background Information

It was agreed that the following would be useful:

Population figures and demographic projections

Housing Needs Survey

Information from Estate Agents re numbers and types for sale, what people are asking/looking for

Information from Cumbria Choice re affordable housing need

A list of all open space within the town to deal with as an early topic within the process

Deputy Town Clerk to gather information

5.
Consultation

Members considered possible areas for consideration includeing: open spaces, housing, transport infrastructure, parking and pedestrianisation, town centre and street scape, business/industrial zones, education, culture and arts, health and leisure, heitage including listed buildings, museum and Castle Park.
The initial consultation document would need to be quite detailed in order to provide the information for the vision and aims of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Draft being developed by DTC based on award winning examples to be circulated to Councillors for comment and detailed information regarding the town.

Consultation to go to all residents in hard copy and be available in outlets to be picked up.  Electronic version on website and circulated to schools.  Collection points to be available within town to allow people to drop them off.

Members suggested that a launch / stakeholders event should be arranged, inviting comments and discussion.
DTC advised that a Community Engagement Consultant may be necessary to look at the best way of maximising the opportunities.  There was a consultant who could provide such advice.

DTC and Cllr Johnson to arrange to meet a possible consultant asap to discuss consultation requirements before feeding back to next meeting
6.
Date of Next Meeting


14 November 2016
………………………………………………………………………………
Chairman

For the attention of members of the Neighbourhood Plan Group:

Cllr. Johnson        Chairman

Cllr. Green   
 Vice Chairman
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