
 

Unit 1, Church House, 19-24 Friargate, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 7XR 

Tel: 01768 899 773 Email: office@penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

DATE: 4 June 2025  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an ORDINARY MEETING of THE 

COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE will be held on 9 June 2025, at 5:15pm 

and you are hereby SUMMONED to attend to transact the business as 

specified in the agenda and reports hereunder. 

The meeting will be held at the Board Room, Unit 1, Church House, 19-24 

Friargate, Penrith. 

To assist in the speedy and efficient dispatch of business’, Members should 

read the agenda and reports in advance of the meeting. Members wishing 

to obtain factual information on items included on the Agenda are asked to 

enquire of the relevant officer PRIOR to 9.00am on the day of the 

meeting. 

Members are asked to indicate if they wish to speak on an item PRIOR to 

the meeting (by 1.00pm on the day of the meeting at the latest) by 

emailing office@penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk  

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
Cllr Bowen Pategill Ward Cllr B. Jayson West Ward 

Cllr Donald North Ward Cllr Smith South Ward 

Cllr Jackson North Ward Cllr Snell West Ward 

    

 

 

 
 

 

Mrs V. Tunnadine Town Clerk 
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Public Participation 

 

Members of the public are welcome to attend. Details about how to comment 
on an agenda item are available on the Town Council Website. 

 

Filming 

 

Please note that this meeting may be filmed for live or subsequent 

broadcast via the internet or social media. 

 

Please be advised that the Town Council does not record or live 

stream meetings. 

 

Penrith Town Council fully supports the principle of openness and 

transparency and has no objection to filming and reporting at its Full 

Council, and Committee meetings that are open to the public. It also 

welcomes the use of social networking websites, such as Twitter and 

Facebook, to communicate with people about what is happening, as it 

happens. Filming will only commence at the beginning of a meeting when 

the Chair opens the meeting with apologies and will finish when the 

meeting is closed or when the public may be excluded from an exempt 

item. The Council, members of the public and the press may 

record/film/photograph or broadcast this meeting when the public and the 

press are not lawfully excluded.  

 

General Power of Competence 

The Town Council resolved from 15 May 2023, until the next relevant 

Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility 

as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils 

(General Power of Competence)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012, to 

adopt the General Power of Competence. 
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AGENDA FOR THE MEETING OF 

COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 

MONDAY 9 JUNE 2025 

PART I 

1. Apologies For Absence 

Receive apologies from Members. 

 

2. Appointment of Vice Chair 

Appoint a Vice-Chair of the Communities Committee for the remainder of 

the 2025-26 municipal year. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 

Receive declarations by Members of interests in respect of items on this 

agenda and apply for a dispensation to remain, speak and/or vote during 

consideration of that item. 

ADVICE NOTE: 

Members are reminded that, in accordance with the revised Code of Conduct, they 

are required to declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or other registrable 

interests which have not already been declared in the Council’s Register of 

Interests. (It is a criminal offence not to declare a disclosable pecuniary interest 

either in the Register or at the meeting.) Members may, however, also decide, in 

the interests of clarity and transparency, to declare at this point in the meeting, 

any such disclosable pecuniary interests which they have already declared in the 

Register, as well as any other registrable or other interests. If a Member requires 

advice on any item involving a possible declaration of interest which could affect 

his/her ability to speak and/or vote, he/she is advised to contact the Monitoring 

Officer at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting 

 

4. Public Participation 

Receive any questions or representations which have been received from 

members of the public. A period of up to 15 minutes for members of the 

public to ask questions or submit comments. 

ADVICE NOTE: 

Members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give 

evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business 

on the agenda. The public must make a request in writing to the Town Clerk 

PRIOR to the meeting, when possible. A member of the public can speak for up 

to three minutes. A question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start 

a debate on the question. The chair of the meeting may direct that a written or 

oral response be given. 
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5. EXCLUDED ITEM: Public Bodies (Admissions To Meetings) Act 

1960 

Determine whether any item/s should be considered without the presence 

of the press and public, pursuant to  Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as publicity relating to that (any of 

those) matter/s may be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 

confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for the other special 

reasons noted in relation to that matter on the agenda. 

6. Resolutions Report  

Note the written report. 

7. Communications Report 

Note the written report. 

8. Climate Strategy Report 

Note the written report. 

9. Penrith Stars of Business Awards 

Consider the report and recommendations contained within. 

10. Fairhill Viewing Plaque 

Consider the report and recommendations contained within. 

11. Penrith Arts & Culture Events 

Consider the report and recommendations contained within. 

12. Penrith Rotary Club Corporate Membership 

Consider the report and recommendations contained within. 

13. Next Meeting 

Note the next meeting is scheduled for 20 October 2025 at 5:15pm, 

Board Room, Unit 1, Church House,19-24 Friargate, Penrith, Cumbria, 

CA11 7XR. 

PART II PRIVATE SECTION. 

There are no further items in this part of the Agenda. 

 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF ALL  

MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

AND FOR ATTENTION TO ALL REMAINING 

 MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Access to Information 

Copies of the agenda are available for members of the public to inspect 

prior to the meeting. Agenda and Part I reports are available on the Town 

Council website  
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Background Papers 

Requests for the background papers to the Part I reports, excluding those 

papers that contain exempt information, can be made to the Town Clerk 

address overleaf between the hours of 9.00 am and 3.00 pm, Monday to 

Wednesday via office@penrithtowncouncil.co.uk 
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AGENDA CONTENTS FOR THE ORDINARY MEETING OF 

COMMUNTIIES COMMMITTEE 

31 MARCH 2025 

ITEM PAGE NO: 

1. Apologies NOT APPLICABLE 

2. Election of Vice Chair 

3. Declarations of Interest 

4. Public Participation 
5. Excluded Item: Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 

 

 

NOT APPLICABLE 

6. Resolutions Report 7-8 

7. Communications Report 9-16 

8. Climate Strategy Report 17-23 

9. Penrith Stars of Business Awards 24-25 

10. Fairhill Viewing Plaque 26-28 

11. Penrith Arts & Culture Events 29-31 

12. Penrith Rotary Club Corporate Membership 32-33 

13. Next Meeting NOT APPLICABLE 
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COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Date: 9 June 2025 

Public Report 

Matter: Communications Report 

Item no:  07 

Author: Community Services Officer 

Supporting Member: Cllr Smith, Chair 

Purpose of Report:  

To inform and update members of the Communities Committee of the 

Council’s recent communication activities. 

Background 

This report provides an update on the Council’s communication activities 

since the last meeting of the Communities Committee on Monday 31 

March 2025. 

Headline Statistics: 

Platform Likes / 

Follows 

Number of 

Posts 

Reach Post 

Reactions 

Comments Post Shares 

Facebook 769 (+76) / 

1191 (+92) 

102 77141 490 53 131 

Instagram 875 (+12) 25 2639 76 0 3 

X (Formerly 

Twitter) 

 

276 (+1) 

12 713 4 3 4 

govDelivery 2,724 (+98) 4,982 5,209 N/A N/A N/A 

YouTube 3 (+0) 2 40 0 0 N/A 

BlueSky 6 (+1) 4 N/A 0 0 0 

Summary 5,844 (+452) 5,127 85,742 570 56 138 
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Press Releases: 

May 2025: 

• Friday 30 May – Sounds Around Town Returns to Penrith for 

Summer 2025! 

• Wednesday 21 May – Council appoints first female Mayor of Penrith 

April 2025: 

• Wednesday 30 April – Penrith May Day 2025 is almost here! 

• Monday 28 April – Penrith Town Council Awards £1,838 Grant to 

Penrith Pumas Wheelchair Rugby Club 

All Penrith Town Council press releases can be found on the Penrith Town 

Council website: 

https://www.penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk/information/press-releases/  

Newsletters: 

• Latest News: May 2025 

• Latest News: April 2025 

All editions of Penrith Town Council News can be found on the Penrith 

Town Council website: 

https://www.penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk/information/newsletter/  

Each edition is also read aloud through an arrangement with the Eden 

District Talking Newspaper Association. All recordings can also be found 

on the Penrith Town Council website through the link above. 

Penrith May Day 2025 

Programme: 

The Community Services Officer designed and published the Penrith May 

Day 2025 Programme. The eight-page programme was available in digital 

form through the Council website and social media channels. The 

programme was also available in printed form – with copies inserted into 

the Friday 2 May edition of the Cumberland & Westmorland Herald, 

available prior to the event at the Penrith Town Council Office, Penrith 

Tourist Information Centre, Penrith Library, Another Weigh and were also 

available on the day of the event. 

Survey: 

The Council conducted an online and paper copy survey for Penrith May 

Day 2025 to get the public’s feedback about the event. The Council 

10
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offered a £50 All4One to increase interest in the survey and incentivise 

completion. The winner of the voucher has been notified. 

Event Page: 

The Council announced acts, entertainment, exhibiters and community 

groups for Penrith May Day 2025 on the Council’s Event Page on 

Facebook. 

The page gained 708 followers who marked themselves as either 

“Interested” or “Going” to the event. All followers would be notified as 

soon as the Council posted on the event page, creating interest in the 

various act, entertainment, exhibitors and community groups attending 

Penrith May Day 2025. 

The page, along with all announcements can still be viewed using the link: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1757792234782757/  

Appendix 

Appendix A – Communications Report: Highlights 

Appendix B – Penrith May Day 2025 Event Programme 
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Appendix A - Communications Report: Highlights 

 

 

Date Content Platform Reach Reactions Shares Comments 

21-May-25 New Mayor & Deputy Mayor Announcement Facebook 1983 31 22 3 

12-May-25 Penrith May Day Feedback Survey Facebook 5820 9 1 7 

09-May-25 

VE Day 80 Commemoration Event - Thank you 

message Facebook 1485 18 1 5 

06-May-25 VE Day 80 Commemoration Event  – Promotion Facebook 1589 6 0 7 

04-May-25 Penrith May Day Activities Facebook 975 6 0 10 

04-May-25 Penrith May Day Promotion Facebook 7768 5 1 0 

02-May-25 Penrith May Day Programme Facebook 1047 11 0 7 

02-May-25 Penrith May Day Programme Facebook 1804 3 0 0 

01-May-25 Penrith Town Council News - April 2025 Facebook 1084 3 0 1 

30-Apr-25 Annual Town Meeting – Penrith - Promotion Facebook 1472 2 9 7 

28-Apr-25 Penrith May Day Programme Facebook 2666 7 0 0 

25-Apr-25 Penrith May Day Road Closures Facebook 1345 2 0 6 

14-Apr-25 Fairhill Play Area Closure Facebook 1456 0 0 1 

10-Apr-25 VE Day 80 Commemoration Event  – Promotion Facebook 2901 18 0 18 

09-Apr-25 Annual Town Meeting – Penrith - Promotion Facebook 1390 3 0 6 

08-Apr-25 Fairhill Play Area Closure Facebook 2256 2 3 7 

07-Apr-25 Beacon Edge Benches Repainted Facebook 991 25 0 2 

07-Apr-25 Penrith May Day – Final call for businesses Facebook 979 2 0 4 

29-Mar-25 Penrith Town Council News - March 2025 Facebook 797 4 0 2 

28-Mar-25 Events & Activities Facebook 1176 5 0 2 
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Appendix B – Penrith May Day Programme 2025 
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COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Date: 9 June 2025 

Public Report 

 

Matter: Penrith Stars of Business Awards 2025 

Item no: 9 

Author: Community Services Officer  

Supporting Member: Cllr Smith, Chair 

Purpose of Report:  

To consider providing sponsorship for the “Volunteer of the Year” award as part of the 

Penrith Chamber of Trade and Commerce’s Stars of Business Awards 2025. 

Recommendations: 

i. That Penrith Town Council sponsor the “Volunteer of the Year” award as part of 

the Stars of Business Awards 2025 and provide a Mayors Medal to the 

beneficiary. 

ii. That the Penrith Mayor and guest attend the ceremony on Friday 17 October 

2025. 

Law and Legal Implications 

The Town Council resolved from 15 May 2023, until the next relevant Annual Meeting 

of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism 

Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed 

Conditions) Order 2012, to adopt the General Power of Competence. 

1. Background  

1.1 The Penrith Chamber of Trade and Commerce are holding their annual Stars of 

Business Awards on Friday 17 October 2025. 

1.2 The Awards ceremony aims to recognise, celebrate and reward the individual and 

company success of those in business in and around Penrith. 

1.3 There are ten categories for this year’s awards: Penrithian of the Year, Penrith’s 

Best New Business (less than 2 years trading), Penrith’s Favourite 

Barber/Hairdressers, Penrith’s Best Business, Penrith’s Best Tradesperson, Penrith’s 

Favourite Independent Shop, Penrith’s Best Childcare Provider (Including Nurseries, 

activities and clubs), Penrith’s Volunteer of the Year, Penrith’s Best Food and 

Drink Business, Penrith’s Favourite Fitness & Wellbeing Business 

1.4 The nomination process for the awards began on Monday 5 May 2025 - allowing 

the Penrith public to nominate various businesses and individuals for the awards.  

1.5 Businesses and individuals are shortlisted from this process – with a public vote 

determining the overall winner of the different award categories. 

1.6 It is suggested that Penrith Town Council sponsor the “Volunteer of the Year” 

award. Sponsorship is set at £500 per award. 

1.7 The Council has previously sponsored the “Unsung Hero” & “Volunteer of the 

Year” Awards as part of the Penrith Chamber of Trade and Commerce’s Stars of 

Business Awards 2023 & 2024 respectively. 
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2. Justification/Proposal 

2.1. Sponsorship benefits to the Council include:  

i. The opportunity for a Penrith Town Council representative (the Chair / Mayor) to 

present the chosen award category and speak about the work of the Council 

(before the award is presented). 

ii. An inclusion of Penrith Town Council’s sponsorship of the awards on all media 

coverage and the Chamber’s Facebook and Twitter accounts, on nomination and 

voting forms, and the awards page on the Chamber website. 

iii. Two tickets to the Stars of Business Awards ceremony for a Penrith Town 

Council representative (the Chair / Mayor and a guest) 

2.2. Whilst the Council has agreed to renew its Awards Scheme for 2026, the Penrith 

Chamber of Trade and Commerce’s 2025 Stars of Business Awards would be six 

months away from a potential Penrith Town Council Awards evening and is also 

considered different in focus and audience, thereby reducing the likelihood of 

duplication or overlap between the two events. 

3. Risk assessment & Mitigation 

a) Risk 

The Council does not sponsor an award as part of the Penrith Chamber of Trade 

and Commerce’s Stars of Business Awards 2025. 

b) Consequence 

The Council suffers reputational damage and misses an opportunity to promote 

the work of the Council. 

c) Controls Required 

The Council sponsor an award as part of the Penrith Chamber of Trade and 

Commerce’s Stars of Business Awards 2025. 

4. Financial Implications  

Cost of sponsorship per award: £500 

 

5. Legal Implications 

By adopting the recommendations contained in this report, the Council is acting within 

its legal powers.  

There are no legal issues arising directly from this report. 

6. Equalities Implications 

There are no equalities implications associated with this report. 

7. Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications associated with this report. 

 

Appendices: 

None. 

Background Documents: 

None. 

 

25



COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Date: 9 June 2025 

Public Report 

 

Matter: Fairhill Viewing Plaque 

Item no: 10 

Author:  Community Services Officer 

Supporting Member: Cllr Smith, Chair & Cllr Kenyon 

Purpose of Report:  

To consider the proposal to install a metal engraved viewing plaque at Fairhill Playing 

Field. 

Recommendations: 

i. Consider the proposal to install a metal engraved viewing plaque at Fairhill 

Playing Field. 

ii. If supportive, approve that the Community Services Officer and Services & 

Contracts Manager proceed to deliver the scheme within approved Council 

budgets and bring back a final design and costs back to a future meeting of 

Council. 

Law and Legal Implications 

The Town Council resolved from 15 May 2023, until the next relevant Annual Meeting 

of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism 

Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed 

Conditions) Order 2012, to adopt the General Power of Competence. 

1. Background  

1.1. Penrith North Ward Councillor, Ron Kenyon, has approached the Communities 

Committee to consider a proposal to install an interpretive viewing plaque at 

Fairhill Playing Field. 

1.2. Penrith is fortunate to benefit from many outstanding natural viewpoints, 

particularly from the northeastern side of the town. 

1.3. Existing viewing plaques are already located on Beacon Edge and above Croft 

Terrace, which allow residents and visitors to identify and appreciate the 

surrounding landscape. 

1.4. Fairhill Playing Field offers an exceptional and expansive view stretching from 

Lowther Castle in the south to Carrock Fell near Mungrisdale in the north. 

1.5. This proposal suggests installing a permanent viewing plaque at Fairhill Playing 

Field to enhance public enjoyment of this panoramic outlook. 

1.6. The installation would align with the Council’s aims to improve public spaces 

and celebrate the town’s unique landscape and heritage. 
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2. Justification/Proposal 

2.1.  The proposal is to install a high-quality, long-lasting engraved metal viewing 

plaque at Fairhill Recreation Ground, approximately 50 metres north of the play 

area, beside the seat in the corner of the stone wall - where the view is least 

obstructed. 

2.2. Key features of the proposal include: 

i. Engraved metal plaque showing the outline of the fells, points of interest, and 

elevation details. 

ii. Size: Approximately 1 metre x 30cm. 

iii. Created by a local artist with experience in producing such panoramas. 

iv. Produced by a local company (where possible) using laser engraving technology 

or hand engraving. 

v. Included an inscription (suggested wording): “This plaque was placed here by the 

Penrith Town Council in 2025 to help people enjoy and identify this glorious 

view.” 

vi. Mounted using metal supports. 

 

3. Risk assessment & Mitigation 

a) Risk 

The Council budget overruns due to the bespoke design of the viewing plaque. 

b) Consequence 

Financial pressure on the Council. 

c) Controls Required 

Obtain multiple quotations and approve final budget before proceeding. 

4. Financial Implications  

The costs for the steel fabrication, design, engraving and installation would be funded 

from the Town Projects budget for 2025-26. 

5. Legal Implications 

By adopting the recommendations contained in this report, the Council is acting 

within its legal powers.  

There are no legal issues arising directly from this report. 

6. Equalities Implications 

There are no equalities implications associated with this report. 

7. Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications associated with this report. 

Appendices: 

Appendix A – Fairhill Viewpoint 

Background Documents: 

None. 
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COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Date: 9 June 2025 

Public Report 

 

Matter: Penrith Arts & Culture Events 

Item no: 11 

Author:  Community Services Officer 

Supporting Member: Cllr Smith, Chair 

Purpose of Report:  

To note the Penrith Arts & Culture Group’s Schedule of Events for 2025 and to 

consider the additionality request from Stomping Ground for the Penrith Wild Play 

Days at Thacka Beck Field and Fairhill Playing Field in August 2025 to facilitate the 

provision of a sensory tent and specialist staffing support. 

Recommendations: 

i. To note the Penrith Arts & Culture Group’s Schedule of Events for 2025. 

ii. To approve the additionality request from Stomping Ground for the Penrith Wild 

Play Days at Thacka Beck Field and Fairhill Playing Field in August 2025 to 

facilitate the provision of a sensory tent and specialist staffing support. 

Law and Legal Implications 

The Town Council resolved from 15 May 2023, until the next relevant Annual Meeting 

of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism 

Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed 

Conditions) Order 2012, to adopt the General Power of Competence. 

1. Background  

1.1. Penrith Town Council, through its Arts & Culture Group, has agreed a Summer 

programme of events for Penrith to improve the vitality of the town centre and to 

provide free activities for families and young people to take part in over the Summer 

months.  

1.2. The agreed Summer programme of events in Penrith includes “Sounds Around 

Town”, a project where the Council has partnered with Plug & Play and Eden Valley 

Artistic Network (EVAN) to bring live music to different locations in Penrith Town 

Centre across sixteen different weekends in Summer 2025 to encourage visitors to 

explore the town centre, stay longer, and enjoy everything Penrith has to offer. 

1.3. It also includes “Penrith Wild Play Day”, a project where the Council has 

partnered with Stomping Ground to deliver two free Wild Play Days in August 2025 at 

Thacka Beck Field and Fairhill Playing Field. 

1.4. As per the Council’s approved Penrith Arts & Culture Group Terms of Reference 

both projects are within the Council’s approved budgets for Arts & Culture, and as 

such the Communities Committee is being asked to note the Penrith Arts & Culture 

Group’s Schedule of Events for 2025. 

1.5. However, Stomping Ground has identified an opportunity to increase the 

inclusivity of the events they are delivering on behalf of the Council. 
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1.6. In 2023 and 2024, Stomping Ground ran successful Wild Play Day events in 

Penrith at Thacka Beck Field which attracted over 80 young people in 2023 and over 

120 young people in 2024. 

1.7. For 2025, Stomping Ground has been working with 4Eden and My Community 

Penrith, who have identified an opportunity to improve the inclusivity of the events in 

August 2025 to reach underrepresented groups who may otherwise be unable to 

attend or enjoy the event fully. 

1.8. The proposal includes the provision of a sensory tent and specialist staffing 

support during the event to enable those young people with sensory processing 

difficulties, anxiety, or neurodivergent conditions, providing targeted support for 

individuals with additional needs, ensuring the event is welcoming and accessible to 

all members of the community. 

2. Justification/Proposal 

2.1.  The proposed enhancement involves the provision of a sensory tent and 

specialist staffing support during the event. 

2.2. A sensory tent will offer a calm, safe space, particularly for children and adults 

with sensory processing difficulties, anxiety, or neurodivergent conditions. 

2.3. The presence of a recognisable facility signals to the community that the event 

is inclusive and accessible to those with additional needs. 

2.4. My Community Penrith will provide one staff member to manage the sensory 

tent and liaise with families throughout the day. 

2.5. 4Eden will provide three staff members for one-to-one support for children 

attending with additional needs, ensuring families receive personalised assistance. 

2.6. In addition to the support services, 4Eden will facilitate an inclusive art activity 

and present the Council with a collaborative canvas artwork created during the event. 

2.7. These enhancements would be advertised in the run-up to the event to 

communicate clearly that it is accessible for everyone, encouraging greater 

community participation. 

2.8. The proposal also includes logistical support to install and remove the sensory 

tent (Fixit team). 

2.9. The improvements would be in place for the full day of the event and would 

visibly enhance its inclusivity, reputation, and community impact. 

3. Risk assessment & Mitigation 

a) Risk 

The Council does not deliver accessible Penrith Wild Play Day events. 

b) Consequence 

Individuals are excluded from attending the events. 

c) Controls Required 

Consider the additionality request as outlined above. 

4. Financial Implications  

The costs associated with this additionality request are outlined below and would be 

funded from the Arts & Culture budget for 2025/26: 

1. Sensory Tent from MyCommunity: £125 

2. MyCommunity staff member (4 hours @ £18ph): £72 

3. 4Eden one-to-one support (3 staff, 4 hours @ £18ph): £216 
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4. Fixit logistical support: £25 

Total per event = £438 x two events = £876 

5. Legal Implications 

By adopting the recommendations contained in this report, the Council is acting 

within its legal powers.  

There are no legal issues arising directly from this report. 

6. Equalities Implications 

There are no equalities implications associated with this report. 

7. Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications associated with this report. 

 

Appendices: 

None. 

Background Documents: 

None. 
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COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Date: 9 June 2025 

Public Report 

 

Matter: Penrith Rotary Club Corporate Membership 

Item no: 12 

Author:  Community Services Officer 

Supporting Member: Cllr Smith, Chair 

Purpose of Report:  

To consider the Penrith Rotary Club’s offer of Corporate Membership to Penrith Town 

Council. 

Recommendations: 

i. Consider the Penrith Rotary Club’s offer of Corporate Membership to Penrith 

Town Council. 

Law and Legal Implications 

The Town Council resolved from 15 May 2023, until the next relevant Annual Meeting 

of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism 

Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed 

Conditions) Order 2012, to adopt the General Power of Competence. 

1. Background  

1.1. Rotary International is a long-established global service organisation with a 

presence in Penrith through its local Rotary club. 

1.2. The Penrith Rotary Club has extended an invitation to Penrith Town Council to 

consider joining as a corporate member following volunteering to support with 

stewarding for the Penrith May Day 2025 event. 

1.3. This proposal stems from Rotary’s interest in collaborating with organisations 

committed to community service and public engagement. 

1.4. The offer allows the Council to participate in local, national, and international 

charitable initiatives alongside other community stakeholders. 

1.5. Rotary’s network includes 1.2 million members worldwide and focuses on areas 

such as education, clean water, economic development, and peacebuilding. 

1.6. Rotary clubs meet regularly and invite guest speakers, providing a platform for 

the Council to present its objectives and community initiatives. 

1.7. The Penrith Rotary Club currently meets twice monthly: on the second Monday 

at Penrith Golf Club and the fourth Monday at The George Hotel in Penrith. 

1.8. The club welcomes attendance but does not require it, and members may join 

meetings as often or as little as they wish. 

2. Justification/Proposal 

2.1. The proposed corporate membership would enable the Council to formally 

engage with Penrith Rotary Club’s events, meetings, and service projects. 

2.2. One corporate subscription, priced at £125 annually, allows up to four Council 

members to participate under one membership. 
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2.3. One participant would be designated as the ‘Principal Member’ with the other 

three as ‘Alternate Members,’ all of whom may attend meetings and participate 

fully in club activities. 

2.4. The Principal Member would be eligible to stand for club officer roles, including 

President, Secretary, or Treasurer, offering opportunities for leadership 

development. 

2.5. Participating members would have access to Rotary’s regional, national, and 

international networks, including The Rotary Foundation and associated action 

groups. 

2.6. Members would benefit from volunteering opportunities, personal development, 

networking, and skills-sharing. 

2.7. The association with Rotary would further align the Council with a respected 

community organisation and broaden its community impact. 

3. Risk assessment & Mitigation 

a) Risk 

The Council does not take up this opportunity to engage with a local community 

group. 

b) Consequence 

The Council does not effectively engage with a local community group. 

c) Controls Required 

The Council takes up this offer of membership to the Penrith Rotary Club. 

4. Financial Implications  

£125 annually. 

5. Legal Implications 

By adopting the recommendations contained in this report, the Council is acting 

within its legal powers.  

There are no legal issues arising directly from this report. 

6. Equalities Implications 

There are no equalities implications associated with this report. 

7. Environmental Implications 

There are no environmental implications associated with this report. 

Appendices: 

None. 

Background Documents: 

None. 
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