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Penrith Town Councﬂ

Unit 1, Church House, 19-24 Friargate, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 7XR
Tel: 01768 899 773 Email: office@penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk

DRAFT - Meeting Minutes: Full Council

Date: Monday 08 June 2026 at 18.00 to 19.20
Place: Unit 2, 19-24 Friargate, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 7XR

Present: Chair: Clir. Bowen, ClIr. Burgin, Clir. Deacon, ClIr. Dippita,
Cllr. Holden, ClIr. B. Jayson, ClIr. D. Jayson, Clir. Kelley, ClIr. Kenyon,
Cllr. Lawson, ClIr. Rudhall, ClIr. Shepherd

Officers: Business Services Manager, Responsible Finance Officer

Public: 1

Meeting opened at:
PTC26/09 Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Clirs Donald, Davies and
Jackson.

PTC26/10 Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest received.

PTC26/11 Minutes

RESOLVED THAT:

The minutes of the previous Full Council meeting held on Monday 18 May
2026 and the confidential minutes from the meeting of Full Council on
Monday 16 March 2026 were approved as a correct record of the meeting.
The Chair signed the minutes.

PTC26/12 Committee Minutes

Members noted the minutes from the Planning Committee meeting held
on 01 June 2026 have been circulated to members and are available on
the Council website.
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PTC26/13 Public Participation

The Council received one oral presentation and question from a member
of the public. The question is appended to the minutes with the Council
response at Appendix A.

PTC26/14 Excluded Item

Members were asked to determine whether any items should be
considered without the presence of the press and public, pursuant

to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960,
as publicity relating to that (any of those) matter/s may be prejudicial to
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to
be transacted or for the other special reasons noted in relation to that
matter on the agenda. Members agreed that no items be considered
without the press or public.

PTC26/15 Report from the Council Chair

Cllr Bowen, Council Chair and Penrith Mayor, informed the meeting that
she had attended 30 engagements in her previous year as Mayor. She has
recently attended her first engagement of the new year where she
attended the celebration dinner of the Association of Open University
Graduates.

PTC26/16 Reports from Members

Members received and noted oral reports from Councillors regarding
meetings that they had attended as representatives of the Town Council
on outside bodies and matters of interest:

Clir B. Jayson informed the meeting she had been unable to attend the
unveiling of the new talking bench at Thacka Beck Field but outlined the
benefits of installing such benches for the local community.

Cllr D. Jayson informed the meeting that he had attended a Pump Track
meeting and has made a funding request to Booths in respect of the same
project.

Clir Burgin reported that he had spoken with the member of the public
who had initially requested the installation of the new seats in St Andrews
who had expressed his appreciation to the Council for the installations.

Clir Kelley reported that he has been working to establish the set up of
the Carleton Village Hall.

Clir Lawson reported that he has been in conversation with Queen
Elizabeth Grammar School about the proposed education trust changes.



PTC26/16 Reports from Members, continued

Clir Holden reported that she had attended a CALC meeting about
integrated transport and the Town Team. She reported that the Carleton
Park Recreation Group are obtaining quotations for new seats at Carleton
Park, and she has been following up an enquiry from a member of the
public about the road markings on Oak Road.

Cllr Kenyon reported that he had attended a meeting of the Place Action
Group and the Keep Penrith Tidy Subgroup

PTC26/17 Resolutions and Service Plan Report
Members noted the Resolutions and Service Plan Report.

PTC26/18 Grants Report
Members noted the Grants Report.

PTC26/19 Matter from Planning Committee

Members considered the request from Planning Committee PL25/134 to
transfer £20,080 from the General Reserve to meet the costs associated
with the Public Realm Project.

RESOLVED THAT:

A total of £20,080 be transferred from the General Reserve to the
Planning Committee budget codes to meet the costs of the Public Realm
project during the 2026/27 financial year.

Finance Matters

Members were asked to ratify the approved recommendations 12 to 16
from the Council’s Finance Committee from their meeting held on Monday
27 April 2026.

PTC26/20 Policy Review
Members were asked to ratify the following reviewed policies:
i. Disciplinary Policy
RESOLVED THAT:
The Disciplinary Policy be ratified.
ii. Amended Written Particulars (Contract of Employment)
RESOLVED THAT:
The Amended Written Particulars (Contract of Employment) be
ratified.
iii. Expenses Policy
RESOLVED THAT:
The Expenses Policy be ratified
iv.  Councillors and Town Mayor Expenses Policy
RESOLVED THAT:
The Councillor and Town Mayor Expenses Policy be ratified.



PTC26/21 Finance Outturn Report - Year Ended 31 March 2026
Members were asked to ratify the final outturn report for the financial
year ended 31 March 2026.

RESOLVED THAT:
The final outturn report for the financial year ended 31 March 2026 be
ratified.

PTC26/22 Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities
Members were asked to ratify the adoption of the Joint Panel on
Governance and Accountability Practitioners Guide March 2026.

RESOLVED THAT:
The adoption of the Joint Panel on Governance and Accountability
Practitioners Guide March 2026 be ratified.

PTC26/23 Asset Register 2025-26

Members were asked to ratify the Asset Register at 31 March 2026. The
statement shows the full asset register and a reconciliation of transactions
in 2025-26. For accounting purposes, assets have been valued and total
£197,230.84; this figure is summarised in the AGAR Accounting
Statements. The insurance value for the same assets is £974,014.

RESOLVED THAT:
The Asset Register for 31 March 2026 and the reconciliation of

transactions for 2025-26 be ratified.

PTC26/24 Internal Audit
a) Members were asked to ratify the final report by the Internal Auditor
for the financial year ending 31 March 2026.

RESOLVED THAT:

The final report by the Internal Auditor for the period 01 April 2025 to 31
March 2026 be received and ratified, and the Finance Committee and
officers are thanked for their work.

b) Members were asked to ratify the review of effectiveness of internal
audit provision during 2025-26.

RESOLVED THAT:
The review of the effectiveness of internal audit provision during 2025-26
be ratified.

c) Members were asked to approve the re-appointment of the Internal
Auditor for 2026-27.

RESOLVED THAT:
The reappointment of G. Airey as the Internal Auditor for 2026-27 is
approved.



PTC26/25 Review of the System of Internal Control

Members noted that the Town Council must conduct an annual review of
the effectiveness of the system of internal control prior to the completion
of the Annual Governance Statement. A full review was carried out by the
Finance Committee on the 23 February 2026 and ratified by Council on
the 16 March 2026. The review confirmed that the Council’s system of
internal control was effective; the review of the effectiveness of internal
audit provides further support for that assessment.

PTC26/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)

a) Members were asked to approve the Annual Governance Statements
2025-26 Section 1 and authorise the Chair of the Council and the Town
Clerk to sign the Statement at Section 1 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return on behalf of the Council.

RESOLVED THAT:
The Annual Governance Statement for 2025-26 Section 1 of the Annual

Governance and Accountability Return be approved and signed by the
Chair of Council and the Town Clerk.

b) Members were asked to approve the annual accounting statements
2025-26 Section 2 and the AGAR reconciliation and authorise the Chair
of the Council to sign the Statement at Section 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return on behalf of the Council.

RESOLVED THAT:
The Accounting Statements 2024/25 and AGAR reconciliation, Section 2 of

the Annual Governance and Accountability Return be approved and the
Chair of Council sign the statement on behalf of the Council.

c) Members were asked to approve the period for the Notice of Public
Rights and publication of the unaudited Annual Governance and
Accountability Return.

RESOLVED THAT:
The period for the Notice of Public Rights for the unaudited AGAR would

be published on the Council's website and noticeboard from Tuesday 09
June 2026 to commence on Wednesday 10 June 2026 and end on
Tuesday 21 July 2026.

d) Members received and noted the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return Annual Internal Audit Report 2025-26 which has
been completed and signed by the Internal Auditor.

PTC26/27 Next Meeting

Members noted the next meeting of the Full Council was scheduled for
Monday 28 September at 6.00pm at Unit 2, 19-24 Friargate, Penrith,
Cumbria, CA11 7XR.



CHAIR SIGN:

DATE:

General Power of Competence

The Town Council resolved from 15 May 2023, until the next relevant
Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility
as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils
(General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012, to
adopt the General Power of Competence.

FOR THE ATTENTION OF
ALL MEMBERS OF THE FULL COUNCIL

Access to Information

Copies of the agenda are available for members of the public to inspect
prior to the meeting. Agenda and Part I reports are available on the Town
Council website:

https://www.penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk/

Background Papers

Requests for the background papers to the Part I reports, excluding those
papers that contain exempt information, can be made via:
office@penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk



https://www.penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:office@penrithtowncouncil.gov.uk

Appendix A
PTC26/13 Public Participation

“"Would the Council consider writing to the Department for Education
about the proposed changes to academy trust status at the two secondary
schools in Penrith, and the potential effects should both trusts be in the
same academy trust, highlighting the risk to choice and diversity for
secondary education in Penrith.”

Response from Council provided at the meeting

The member of the public was asked to provide further information on the
matter which can then be considered at the next meeting of the
Communities Committee.
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